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A : , ‘|of the story as released yester}.
i Hits Red Charge |day goes like this:
In Attache Incident

In mid-September, Nigel

s ; Laville, an assistant Britis
"+ 7 By BERNARD GWERTZMAN |naval attache, and the thre
R _Star Staff Writer Amerionnu—-[f,t Nc?)l llccarl CR
. ne United States today re-|[L1eéwer of Nebraska, Cdif
Jected Russian . charges ythat George A. Aubrey, of Annapolitf
four Western military ~ attaches|Md., and Maj. James F. Smi :
;were engaged in espionage ac.|9f Oklahoma—received permi ~‘
tivities - while traveling: from
:Moscow to Japan last week,
- | . The: State Department -denia]’
- peame on the heels of a Spviet
i . fhote  which ignored Western!
protests that Soviet officials had !
forcibly entered and searched|
the hotel rooms of the attaches , ETOm Jg
~—three. Americans and one Bri-jpan they were to return to th
ton—in the 'city of Khabarovsk, | Sovizt Urion via Hong Xon
in the Soviel Far East, and India. .
A note delivered by the Soviet| It was obvious to anyone with
Foreign Ministry. to” the Unitedjjeven a rudimentary knowledg
States and British embassies in|of intellizence that these af
" [Moscow today accusod .tho at.]laches were on a fact-finding
v .Jfaches of - gathering “intelli- mission. Since, their route wa
- [gence data on railway stations,; known to Russian ‘officials and
- pridges, tunnels, radar installa-g -~ .. . . .. - CE , B TN PR
Fions, airfields, location of mili-*since thev wouid be trailed alfp i A
.'fary “detachments and other-f,’the way, there was bhardly] - : ' ' Lo :
. $bjectives of defense. signifi- | anything of a clandestine nature
1? bance,” - Lo ‘thgt they would be able to d(())'

b ¢ i . ut jusi being a keen obser-]
“All I;:.Imr' Notes Listed ver in- the Soviet Union i5 & L
| Al this leaves no doubt that risky business. It is illegal and
:.Ype trip . . . was a pre-planned jg cousidered espionage to pho- -
. 4nd carefully prepared_intelli- ¢ograph, skeich, or take notes| =% -
gence operation,” the Russian [3hoyt brdges, | alrfields, rail-{ - TN

sfatement said. road terminals, factories ori T
11t added that the attaches had anythjng olse remotely c()n..:'

ith them 900 frames .of ex- nected. with defense matters.
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i i ppsed film, notes of intelligence Presumably, having diploma-,
; .. 'apsignments in 26 notebooks,||tic  smmunil tachos:
Iﬁ DG “ 6 e Appaldilds  dll(l ngﬁ%ﬂithﬁ .
i i).er t,t’echmcal means of intel their picture taking or note wrik Hents” that neither - side “hag®
i ipence, ing htth}?n al;l ordinary tourist |lhade publie. coa 2
S s might have been, : . ‘
g U.S. Re;ec.ts Charges The four Western aitaches{| _  Others Harassed ‘,
: Marshall Wright, State De-{]arrived in Hong Kong today en|| Military attaches are not the
Pprtment assistant press||route back to Moscow. The So.|fuly ones subject to harrass--
; : Sfokesman, told reporters thati|viet note, however, suggested{jnent. The United States Em-
; the United States “rejected” the||that they might not be allowed (fassy, for instance, sends civil-.
o espionage charges. He said the||to re-entec Russia, n diplomats on as many trips ‘
i {Sqviet reply is “unsatisfactory,| It is somewhat of a mystery |4s. possible. On these journeys : !
l jinjview of the fact that it does! why the Russians wanted top the hinterland, the  officers o
v nop dddress itself to points in, |show their muscle. As they left1qre subject to the vagaries of ' :
E our protest,” ‘ . after searching Aubrey’s room, {the local security officers. i
he United States. and Great: |the head of the group said, “If | | Sometimes, local book shopy
; Brjtain had protested primarily’ |you keep this secret, so will lyrill ‘close down “for inventory',:
4 thqt 15 Sovict secret policemen |we.” - \hen an_ American diplomat is | .
1 hafl violated the "diplomatic This year alone, American |4 spected of benig on a “book-. ",
[ |imfnunity of the attaches by |and Brilish attaches have had |i ying expedition” for the Cen- :
; £, forping their way Into the hotel |their car smashed in Lenin-|tfal Intclligence Agency. High-
} W rogms early in the morning of |grad), been the vietim of drug- (Ways suddenly have been closed i
Y o Segt. 29, by searching -the at-. |ging (in Odessa) and had an Xqr repairs and busline sched-é'g
: taches’ possessions and by con- ang_ry -erowd - accusd. them of |ules cancelled when an Ameri- ?
! ’fiscting,some of, their ; belong- | |spying (in Tula). i~ - Cpn was on the way. ' . o
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